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collated the presentee. Several other instances occur in
the Register of Bishop Bronescombe.1 That this strictness
aroused some opposition is shown in the letters of Grosse-
teste, who informed one irritated patron that he had
frequently quashed elections in the monasteries of the king
by authority of the Council.2 The number of informal
elections in convents was possibly due to the fact that they
had no copy of the form to be used and that they found
difficulty in obtaining one. Most of the monasteries would
have copies, if their abbots had attended the Lateran
Council.
The form of an election at least was definite, but the
next step was the examination of the candidate, a far more
delicate task. Elections to bishoprics seem seldom to have
been quashed on account of form, but objection was con-
stantly made to the person of the candidate. The most
numerous instances occur in elections to the archiepiscopal
see of Canterbury, where the examinations were conducted
by the Pope. There is an interesting case given by Roger
of Wendover of the quashing of the election of the monk
Walter of Eynsham in 1229.3 He was put through a rigid
examination by three cardinals on various theological points
concerning the descent of Our Lord into hell, whether in
the flesh or without the flesh, concerning the Sacrament of
the Altar, the way in which Rachel wept for her children,
and concerning excommunication and matrimony. The
verdict was: c quern non solum dicimus minus bene
respondisse sed pessime'. Consequently he was judged
unworthy, and the monks were deprived of the power of
election. In 1231 the Archbishopric was again vacant and
Ralph Neville was postulated, only to be examined by
Simon Langton and declared illiterates* In this case the
monks were allowed to proceed to another election. John,
Prior of Canterbury, was then chosen. He passed his
examination on the Articles of Faith, but the Pope decided
c quod nimis esset senex et simplex et ad tantam insufficiens
dignitatem*.5 A third election was then made of one
1 i.e. Reg. Walter Bronescombe, p. 266.                             a Epistolae, xxx.
3  Rog. Wend. ii. 360. See also Ann. Mon. (Tewkesbury), i. 71.
4  Rog* Wend, iii. 16.                                      s Ibid. iii. 29.